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ELAINE AND CONKLING AND THE REPUB-
LICAN CONVENTION OF 1880

THE controversy between Mr. Elaine and Mr. Conkling
on the floor of the House of Representatives in the
Thirty-ninth  Congress  was  fraught  with  serious
consequences to the contestants, and it may have changed the
fortunes of the Republican Party.

Mr. Conkling was a member of the Thirty-seventh Con-
gress, but he was defeated as a candidate for the Thirty-
eighth. He was returned for the Thirty-ninth Congress.
During the term of the Thirty-eighth Congress he was com-
missioned by the Department of War as judge-advocate,
and assigned for duty to the prosecution of Major Haddock
and the trial of certain soldiers known as " bounty jumpers/*
That duty he performed.

When the army bill was before the House in April, 1866,
Mr. Conkling moved to strike out the section which made
an appropriation for the support of the provost-marshal-
general. General Grant, then in command of the army,
had given an opinion, in a letter dated March 19, 1866, that
that office in the War Department was an unnecessary office.
Mr. Conkling supported his motion in a speech in which he
said: " My objection to this section is that it creates an
unnecessary office for an undeserving public servant; it
fastens, as an incubus upon the country, a hateful instru-
ment of war, which deserves no place in a free government
in a time of peace."
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